JUNIOR CRICKET HELPS MAKE A ROSY FUTURE FOR MOONEE VALLEY

Moonee Valley Cricket Club juniors made significant advances on four fronts during the 2001/02 season.

Firstly, we had success on the field. All five eligible teams made the finals, three made it to the Grand Final, and four of our young stars won Association batting or bowling awards.

Secondly, we had more players than ever before – more than 100 juniors – thanks to a committed recruitment and publicity campaign. We had to divide our presentations and vote counts into two nights, because of the sheer weight of junior numbers.

Thirdly, we were successful financially. The juniors had a surplus of just under $4000 on the simple income and expenditure streams, and also have more than $1800 set aside in grants and specific fundraising for two projects – a new Under 12 pitch, and portable shade shelters.

But fourth, and importantly, the links between the junior and senior sections of the Moonee Valley Cricket Club became a lot closer, as did our links with the proud past history of the club.

It was great to see a healthy number of current senior players and past champions of the club at each of the presentation nights in March, and to see some of the seniors attend our finals and urge on the boys.

New players are the life-blood of any sporting club, and our juniors are certainly a key part of Moonee Valley’s future as they gain experience and work their way up through the senior ranks.

But while the juniors are part of our future, this year they also had a tangible link with our present and our past.

Some 34 of our junior awards were named after key players and clubmen in the club’s past and present, who were invited to the stage to present “their” trophies.

And what junior could failed to be moved with pride when their achievements were recognised by a handshake and a trophy named in honor of some of the doyens of the club – Ray Storey, Ian Denny, Greg Peters, Darren Nagle, Mick Harvey, Mick Intagliata, Peter Gardiner or Danny Terzini, to list just a few.

The path between juniors and seniors was walked at the end of the 2000/01 season by “graduates” Shane Frenette, William Lai and David Schumann. As well, 13 of our 15-boy 2001/02 squad of Under 16 players, all got a taste of seniors cricket, playing alongside the men – as well as a couple of Under 14s, who filled in as part of the Fourth 11 or as 12th men.

Mick Harvey, Rex Bennett and Danny Terzini among others took special intensive coaching sessions on some Monday evenings to help juniors iron out some technique problems and learn new skills.

And a major link was forged by senior player Mark Cini, who put up his hand when the juniors were looking for a coach/team manager for the Under 12 White team, and did a magnificent job with an assorted group of Under 10 graduates and boys who had never previously played cricket. Junior is now looking forward to playing alongside some of his junior protégés in a few seasons.

Our efforts on the field may not have resulted in a flag, but that’s a minor – and temporary – down-side for our juniors entering new territory.

It’s the first time we’ve had more than a couple of teams in the finals since we started juniors six seasons ago, and the first time we’ve been able to go on with it past the first week.

The teams which made their Grand Finals and acquitted themselves well were the Under 16s, coached by Darren Nagle and managed by Charlie Walker; the Under 14 Blacks, coached/managed by Phill King and Garry Sturrock; and the Under 12 Blacks, coached and managed by Mick Intagliata.

Also getting a good taste of finals cricket were the Under 14 Whites, coached by Steve Rawlinson; and the Under 12 Whites, coached by Mark Cini.

Not to be forgotten were our ground-breaking Under 13 girls’ team, run by Mick Intagliata, and our two Under 10 boys’ teams, managed and coached by Shane Golds and Bill Poole. These grades don’t play finals.

This was all new territory for Moonee Valley. Since we started up the juniors with an Under 10 and Under 12 team in 1996, we have never had more than two or three teams make the finals.

Our competition best were Joe Reitano, who won the NWCA Under 16 C batting award with 313 runs at 52.16. Tom King in Under 14 E won the batting with 294 runs at 42, while team-mate Kelvin Lai took out the bowling award with 19 wickets at 7.63. In Under 12 E, first-year player Brendan White showed the benefits of Mark Cini’s dedicated coaching by winning the NWCA bowling award with 16 wickets at 6.93. Joe Reitano had previously won an Under 12 bowling award in 1997/98.

Seven of our Under 16 team graduate to senior ranks next season. Our 16s are a key development squad for the club’s senior ranks.

Our Under 16 highlights this year were victories in six two-day games during the season, and the Semi Final. Before the GF we only lost our two one-day games, and had a draw against a timid Sydenham – which wasn’t prepared to have a go on a weather-affected pitch after we had soldiered on under worse conditions the previous day.

Until the Grand Final, no team had batted out its full allocation of 50 overs against us all year. Our boys had a season-high score of 6/322 against Westmeadows, scoring at more than six runs an over through 50 overs on the second day.

We won three games outright – quite an achievement when a full game goes only 100 overs. We had our first-ever junior club centuries – and recorded three of them, to Matt Thomas, Joe Reitano and Robert Ryan.

Joe Reitano took 32 wickets for the season, including the finals, with 22 wickets to Sam Wellard, 16 to Jeff Lewis and Matt Thomas, and 14 to Murray Walker.

Including the finals, Rob Ryan scored 387 runs at 43.00, Joe 331 at 41.37, Julian Madigan 291 at 29.1 and Matt 288 at 36.

The contributions of the Under 16 boys to the seniors also make interesting reading. In a Fourths game against East Coburg, Matt Thomas and Murray Walker bowled together, taking four wickets apiece as the opposition tumbled from 1/158 to all out for about 212. Tim Fisher then pounded 41 runs to put the chance of an outright loss beyond reach.

Lino Romano hit a high score of 26 in another game, while Matt Thomas was elevated to the Seconds. Julian Madigan showed his skill with the gloves keeping in the Thirds. Murray Walker put on a Fourths record stand of 172 for the seventh wicket with Shane Golds against Haig Amateurs.

We’ve got more talent still coming through the ranks – and players like Matt Thomas, Jeff Lewis and runaway Player of the Finals winner Julian Madigan have still got another season in Under 16s!

It is also appropriate to thank my colleagues on the Junior Committee for their fantastic support during the season, as our success is the result of a real team effort.

Chris Ayers, treasurer Alan Thomas, Bill Poole, Shane Golds, Danny Terzini, Steve Rawlinson, Darren Nagle, Garry Sturrock, Phill King, Mick Intagliata and Mark Cini were a team who ensured the juniors were on a sound footing all season. We were able to build on the efforts of Shane as the previous junior co-ordinator, and went from strength to strength.

Charlie Walker.

Junior Co-ordinator.

